














NIHACT Annual Report 
       he Northern Ireland Housing Associations’ 
       Charitable Trust (NIHACT) is directed by a 
committee of nine people who give their time on an 
entirely voluntary basis. The Chair and members 
record their appreciation of the service given by 
Mrs Joan Baird (who stepped down in June 2009) 
and welcomed Ms Lorna Dougherty.  

An encouraging aspect of NIHACT’s year was that 
the number of donor housing associations rose to 
fourteen. They contributed 83% of the charity’s income 
and the wider voluntary housing movement added 5% 
through the collection at a dinner hosted by the NI 
Federation of Housing Associations. Since the Trust 
fund has diminished and market rates are exceptionally 
low, interest earned on cash reserves produced only 
12% of the charity’s income. 

NIHACT believes the bedrock of consistent support 
from the housing association sector will help the Trust 
attract donations from private companies and other 
sources. The medium-term aim of this strategy is to 
achieve a situation in which the Trust raises as much 
income as it distributes to good causes, which has 
typically been £30,000 per annum. 

Young people were the main beneficiaries of financial 
assistance from the Trust in 2009-10.

Recognising the value of sport in promoting physical 
and social well-being, NIHACT committed a small grant, 
spread over three years, to encourage primary school 
children to enjoy physical activity through the Energy 
Fitness programme. 
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The health and social inclusion of boys and girls with 
a learning disability have also been enhanced by a 
NIHACT grant to the Newforge Taggers tag rugby club. 
The money bought extra training equipment to help all 
club members participate at the same time.

Two projects supported by the Charitable Trust assisted 
the social integration of teenagers in a wider sense. 
Thanks to a grant from NIHACT, children aged 11 to 14 
in two Lisburn schools benefitted from a community 
safety programme called “Respect”. Delivered by the 
Children’s Safety Education Foundation as part of 
the Northern Ireland Curriculum, the programme is 
designed to lead to healthier living, better community 
relations, improved self-confidence and greater ability 
to deal with drugs and hate crime.

The Newforge Taggers tag rugby club
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In Newcastle, the charity’s money helped the Boys 
Brigade participate in the Duke of Edinburgh / 
President’s Award scheme, replace sports equipment 
and run an inter-generational activity day.

NIHACT is improving the life chances for Masai children 
by assisting the construction of additional classrooms 
in a primary school for the rural community of Moita 
Bwawani, Tanzania. The remaining money is being 
raised by St Colmcille’s parish in east Belfast.

The Karate Club in Dromore, County Down, caters for 
children and adults in different sessions. NIHACT has 
supported its work by funding safety matting.

Many people suffer mental ill-health at some point 
in their lives and NIHACT was pleased to support a 
gardening initiative for people recovering from an 
episode of illness. This project has many therapeutic 
benefits and is being undertaken in one of the 
residential communities managed by Threshold.
The grant paid for a greenhouse, garden shed, tools 
and seeds.

Last but not least, NIHACT issued the remainder of its 
grant to Cithrah, a Carrickfergus-based service that 
supports victims of domestic violence. 

Small sums distributed by NIHACT are improving 
the lives of many children and adults at home and 
overseas. The Trust sincerely thanks its regular 
supporters in the housing association movement and 
encourages other organisations and individuals to 
consider making a contribution, however modest.

Sources of Income   £

Donations received (14 housing associations) 14,120

Donations (charity dinner) 890

Bank Interest 2,103

17,113

Grants Issued £

Dromore Karate Club 7,500

St Colmcille’s (Tanzania) 5,000

Children’s Safety Education Foundation 5,000

Slieve Donard Boys’ Brigade 4,000

Newforge Taggers 2,048

Threshold 1,851

Cithrah Foundation 814

Energy Fitness 807

Total 27,020

Administration Costs 103

27,123

(Deficit) for year (10,010)

Accumulated Funds 155,539

Extracts from NIHACT’s Audited Accounts for 2009-10

Income and Expenditure Account

Full accounts can be downloaded from the NIHACT 
page on NIFHA’s website
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