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Introduction

The Northern Ireland Federation of Housing Associations (NIFHA) represents
registered and non-registered housing associations in Northern Ireland.
Collectively, our members provide 34,000 good quality, affordable homes for
renting or equity sharing. Further information is available at www.nifha.org

Background

Our members within the Housing Association movement recognise that there
are undoubted links between good housing and good health. Our members
provide a diverse range of housing and housing services in Northern Ireland
which aim to provide significant benefits to their tenants and the communities
they are located within. The Housing Association movement in Northern
Ireland currently has around 5,000 supported housing units which provide a
range of services including housing which are usually tailored to meet the
needs of individual tenants or groups of tenants.

General Comments

NIFHA welcomes the opportunity to respond to these draft budget proposals
and we recognise that the proposed reductions have been brought about as a
result of the reduction in the grant for Northern Ireland. The DSD draft budget
allows for some additional investment in the “Supporting People” programme.
This important programme ensures that vulnerable people, with a range of
support needs, can remain living independently in the housing of their choice.
Our members, in many cases working with their Joint Management Agents,
ensure through this programme that housing and housing services are
provided which are appropriate to the needs of their individual tenants.

However, the success of implementing this programme relies also on a
range of care services being delivered to these vulnerable tenants.
These care services are normally provided through the DHSSPSNI
budget. The draft budget does not “drill down” into this level of detail to
mention that finance will be provided to support the range care services
that are provided. NIFHA are therefore asking that the finance for the
care services that are provided that enable people to live independently
in their own homes or in supported housing is not reduced and is
protected in the same way that DSD are protecting the “Supporting
People” programme.
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I hope you find our comments useful please do not hesitate to contact me if
you require any further information or clarification on any of the points raised
in this consultation response.

Submitted on behalf of NIFHA by:

Maire Kerr, Housing Policy and Research Manager

Join today as an Associate of NIFHA

A: 6¢ Citylink Business Park, Albert Street, Belfast, BT12 4HB T: 028 9089 7695
F: 028 9023 8057

E:MKerr@nifha.org W: www.nifha.org
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Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use
of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. Any disclosure, copying, distribution or any
action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have
received this email in error please notify the system manager. Please note that any views or opinions
presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the
Northern Ireland Federation of Housing Associations (NIFHA). Finally, the recipient should check this
email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. NIFHA accepts no liability for any damage
caused by any virus transmitted by this email.

Company Number: NI 11996 Registered in Northern Ireland.

~ /// A ) ;"Z 1) ~ - 3 ~ »f ’/’/ o )~ < b
OO K //7\(} ¢ (:”}(( //P/ 7or Oelle) //,7(?//\ ,)//‘{(j Page 2 of 2


http://www.nifha.org/associates/
mailto:MKerr@nifha.org
blocked::http://www.nifha.org/

